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Prayer and Eucharist, Thursday, December 8, 2022  

Celtic Daily Prayer Book 2, Eata Readings, December 8 & 9 

 

Psalm 42:2-3   †   Song of Solomon 2:8   †   John 9:35-37 

  

Daily Reading 
 
   Instead of automatically blaming the person who does not believe in a God, we should ask first if 
this notion of God is a god that ought to be believed in. 
 
   A man may have been born of so many generations of unbelief that now, at this moment, he 
cannot believe; that now at this moment he has no notion of a God at all and cannot care in the 
least whether there be a God or not. But he can still be true to what he knows. And everything 
hinges upon whether he does or not. That alone can clear the moral atmosphere and make it 
possible for the true idea of a God to be born in him. 
 

--George MacDonald 
 
 

Meditation 
 
   Don’t try to convince this young man of anything by argument. If you succeeded, it would do no 
good. Opinion is all that can result from argument, and opinion concerning God— even right 
opinion— is of little value when it comes to knowing God. The god Richard denies is a being that 
could never exist. Talk to Richard, not of opinion, but of the God you love— the beautiful, the 
strong, the true, the patient, the forgiving, the loving. Let him feel God through your enthusiasm for 
Him. You can’t prove to him that there is a God. A god who could be proved would not be worth 
proving. Make his thoughts dwell on a God worth having. [Awaken thoughts] of God such as will 
draw him to wish there were such a God.  
 
   Set in Richard’s eye a God worth believing in, a God like the Son of God, and he will go out and 
look to see if such a God may be found. He will call upon Him, and the God who is will hear and 
answer him. God is God to us not that we may prove that He is, but that we may know Him; and 
when we know Him, then we are with Him, at home, at the heart of the universe, the heirs of all 
things. 
 
   All this is foolishness, I know, to the dull soul that cares only for things that can be proved. 
 

--George MacDonald 
 
 


