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October 31, 2021 (Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

GATHERING 
 

The earth is the LORD’S and all it contains, 

the world, and those who dwell in it. 

Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

For He commanded and they were created. 

We extol You, our God and King; 

and we will bless Your name forever and ever. 

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

His greatness is unsearchable! 

One generation shall praise Your works to another; 
they declare Your mighty acts and the splendor of Your majesty. 

All Your works shall praise You, O LORD,  

and all Your saints shall bless You. 

The LORD has made known His salvation  
and revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,  

and Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 
– Scripture weaving from Psalms 24, 98, 145 

 

 

 
 

 

Today, we join our voices with all the saints and angels  

and the whole of creation. 

Come, let us worship the Lord, our God! 
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Our Great God 
 

Eternal God, unchanging,  

Mysterious and unknown; 
Your boundless love, unfailing,  

Grace and mercy shown. 

Bright seraphim in ceaseless flight  

Around Your glorious throne; 
They raise their voices day and night  

In praise to You alone. 
 

Chorus: 

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God! 
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God! 

 

Lord, we are weak and frail,  

Helpless in the storm. 

Surround us with Your angels,  

Hold us in Your arms. 
Our cold and ruthless enemy,  

His pleasure is our harm. 

Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee  
Before our sov’reign God. 
 

Let ev’ry creature in the sea  

And ev’ry flying bird, 

Let ev’ry mountain, ev’ry field 

And valley of the earth; 
Let all the moons and all the stars  

In all the universe 

Sing praises to the living God  
Who rules them by His Word. 
 

CCLI Song #3493094 ©2002 New Spring | Word Music | Dejamesolo Music.  

Mac Powell and Fernando Ortega. CCLI License  #3097801 

 

 
PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 

Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten 
 

Christ, to Thee with God the Fa*ther, 

And, O Holy Ghost*, to Thee, 
Hymn and chant and high thanksgiv*ing, 

And unwearied prais*es be: 

Honor, glory, and domin*ion 

And eternal victory, 
Evermore and evermore*. A*-men. 
 

Aurelius C. Prudentius, 5
th
 C; transl. John M. Neale, Henry W. Baker.  

Hymn tune: DIVINUM MYSTERIUM, Plainsong, 11
th
 C. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 

This is the gospel, which we received, by which we were saved,  

and in which we stand:  

Christ died for our sins, was buried, was raised on the third day,  

and appeared to many faithful witnesses. 

Jesus is the Christ, the Anointed One of God,  
the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 

In Him all things in heaven and on earth were created,  

things visible and invisible.  
All things have been created through Him and for Him,  

and in Him all things hold together. 

He is the head of the body, the church;  

He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead,  
so that He might occupy first place in everything. 

And God has put all things in subjection under His feet,  

and gave Him as head over all things to the church,  
which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

For in Him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through 

Him God was pleased to reconcile all things, whether on earth or in 

heaven, by making peace through the blood of His cross. 

This is in accordance with the working of the strength of His might, 

which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from 

the dead, and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 

places, far above all rule and authority and power and 

dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age, 

but also in the age to come. 
– from  1 Corinthians 15:1-7; Colossians 1:15-20; Ephesians 1:19-23 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD,  

and who may stand in His holy place? 

Those who have clean hands and a pure heart, 
Whose walk is blameless, who do what is righteous. 
 

[Silence] 
 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD,  

and who may stand in His holy place? 

Those who speak the truth from their hearts, 

Who do no wrong to a neighbor. 
 

[Silence] 
 

Who may ascend the hill of the LORD,  

and who may stand in His holy place? 

Those who honor those who fear the LORD. 
 

[Silence] 
 

They shall receive a blessing from the LORD and righteousness  

from the God of their salvation; they will never be shaken. 

This is the generation of those who seek Him,  

of those who seek Your face, O God.           – from Psalms 15 and 24 
 

Agnus Dei 
 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Have mercy on us, have mercy on us. 
 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. (repeat) 
 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
Grant us peace. 

O Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

Grant us peace, grant us your peace. 
 

Setting: Copyright ©2011 Ellen Koehler.  
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The LORD is near to all who call on Him, 

to all who call on Him in truth. 

The LORD fulfills the desire of those who fear Him;  

He also hears their cry, and saves them.  

The LORD preserves all who love Him. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,  

and all flesh will bless His holy name  

forever and ever. 
– from Psalm 145:8, 18-21 

 

 
TIME OF OFFERING 

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 

 
Be Thou My Vision 

 

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart. 

Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art. 

Thou my best thought in the day and the night; 
Both waking and sleeping, Thy presence my light. 
 

Be Thou my wisdom, be Thou my true word. 
Thou ever with me and I with Thee, Lord. 

Thou my great Father, and I Thy true son; 

Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one. 
 

Be Thou my breastplate, my sword for my fight, 
Thou my whole armor, and Thou my true might. 

Thou my soul’s shelter, be Thou my strong tower. 

O raise Thou me heavenward, great Power of my power. 
 

Riches I need not, nor man’s empty praise; 

Thou mine inheritance now and always. 
Thou and Thou only, the first in my heart, 

O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure Thou art. 
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High King of heaven, Thou heaven’s bright sun; 

Grant me its joys e’er the victory is won. 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my vision, O ruler of all. 
 

Ancient Irish Hymn (SLANE); trans. Mary Byrne, 1905; versified by Eleanor Hull, 1912. 

Setting: Ellen Koehler ©2009 

 

 

THE WORD 
 

Special guest: Rod Dreher 

 
 

 

 
THE TABLE 

Remembering the Body of Christ 
 

The Lord be with you! 

And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heav’n. 

Provide each day our daily needs; 

Forgive our sins as we forgive others’ wrongs; 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, forever and ever; 

And Thine is the power, forever and ever; 

And Thine is the glory, now and forever. Amen, amen, amen. 
 

Setting: Ellen Koehler Copyright ©2010 Ellen Koehler. All Rights Reserved. 
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Behold the Lamb 
 

Behold the Lamb who bears our sins away, slain for us: 

And we remember 
The promise made that all who come in faith 

Find forgiveness at the cross. 

So, we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice, 

As a sign of our bonds of peace around the table of the King. 
 

The body of our Savior, Jesus Christ, torn for you:  
Eat and remember 

The wounds that heal, the death that brings us life, 

Paid the price to make us one. 
So, we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice, 

As a sign of our bonds of love around the table of the King. 
 

The blood that cleanses ev’ry stain of sin, shed for you: 

Drink and remember 

He drained death’s cup that all may enter in to receive the life of God. 
So, we share in this Bread of Life, and we drink of His sacrifice, 

As a sign of our bonds of grace around the table of the King. 
 

And so with thankfulness and faith we rise to respond,  

And to remember 
Our call to follow in the steps of Christ as His body here on earth. 

As we share in His suffering, we proclaim: Christ will come again! 

And we’ll join in the feast of heav’n around the table of the King. 
 

CCLI Song #5003372; ©2007 Thankyou Music. Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, Stuart Townend. 

 

Holy, Holy 
 

Holy, holy, holy is the Lord, God Almighty. (repeat) 

Who was and is, and is to come. (repeat) 
 

Lift up His name with the sound of singing, 
Lift up His name in all the earth. 

Lift up your voice and give Him glory, 

For He is worthy to be praised. 
 

CCLI Song #1540719. ©1995 Thankyou Music. Nathan Fellingham 
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SENDING FORTH 

The Life of the Body 

 
Benediction 

Beloved, we – the people of God – go forth in joy and with thankful 
hearts, because God Himself, the God of all grace and Creator of all 

things, He who is from eternity to eternity, is pleased to make His 

dwelling among us and to call us His own. Amen. 

Now may the grace, power, and love of the God of the universe 
propel us out into the world to love and serve the Lord, bearing 

witness to His cosmic story as the center of our lives. 

Amen! Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“The church, although scattered throughout the whole world, yet, as if occupying one 
house, having received . . . this faith in Jesus, carefully preserves it. She believes these 
points of doctrine just as if she had one soul and one heart, and she proclaims them, 
teaches them, and hands them down with perfect harmony as if she possessed only one 
mouth. For although the languages of the world differ, the significance of the faith is one 
and the same. For the churches which have been planted in Germany do not believe or 
hand down anything different, nor do those in Spain, nor those in France, nor those in the 
East, nor those in Egypt, nor those in Libya, nor those which have been established in the 

central regions of the world. But like the sun, that creature of God, which is one and the 
same throughout the whole world, so also the preaching of the truth shines everywhere 
and enlightens all who are willing to come to a knowledge of the truth. Neither will any 
of the leaders in the churches, however highly gifted they may be in eloquence, teach 
doctrines different from these (for no one is greater than the Master). Nor, on the other 
hand, will one who lacks power of expression inflict injury on the tradition. For the faith 
is always one and the same. One who is able to speak about it at great length does not add 
to it; neither does one who can only say a little diminish it.”                – Irenaeus 
 
Image credits. p. 2: Lateran Baptistry, Rome. 5

th
 C. Wikimedia commons; p. 3: Pantocrator Christ. El 

Greco, c. 1600 (Pantocrator means “Ruler of All”);  p. 6: Daniel Bonnell, Communion Cup, contemp. 

 

Lectionary for next week:  Ruth 3:1-5, 4:13-17;  Psalm 127;  1 Kings 17:8-16; 
              Psalm 146;  Hebrews 9:24-28;  Mark 12:38-44 

 

Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 
Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 
 

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way 

(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841. 

Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM. 
©2021 E.K. 


