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July 25, 2021 (Ninth Sunday after Pentecost) 
 

GATHERING 
 

I will extol You, my God and King. 

Every day I will bless You,  

and I will praise Your name forever and ever. 
Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 

His greatness is unsearchable. 

One generation shall praise Your works to another, 
and shall declare Your mighty acts. 

They shall speak of the glorious splendor of Your majesty, 

and I will meditate on Your wonderful works. 
They shall tell of the power of Your awesome deeds, 

and I will declare Your greatness. 

All Your works shall praise You, O LORD, 

and all Your saints shall bless You. 
They shall celebrate the fame of Your abundant goodness, 

and sing aloud of Your righteousness. 

To make known to the children of men Your mighty acts 
and the glory of the majesty of Your kingdom. 

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, 

and Your dominion endures throughout all generations. 

My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD; 

let every creature praise His holy name forever and ever. 
 

– Psalm 145:1-7, 10-13, 21 
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Our Great God 
 

Eternal God, unchanging, mysterious and unknown; 

Your boundless love, unfailing, grace and mercy shown. 
Bright seraphim in ceaseless flight around Your glorious throne; 

They raise their voices day and night in praise to You alone. 
 

Chorus: 

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God! 

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God! 
 

Lord, we are weak and frail,  
Helpless in the storm. 

Surround us with Your angels,  

Hold us in Your arms. 
Our cold and ruthless enemy,  

His pleasure is our harm. 

Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee  

Before our sov’reign God. 
 

Chorus 
 

Let ev’ry creature in the sea  
And ev’ry flying bird, 

Let ev’ry mountain, ev’ry field 

And valley of the earth; 
Let all the moons and all the stars  

In all the universe 

Sing praises to the living God  

Who rules them by His Word. 
 

Chorus 
 

CCLI Song #3493094 ©2002 New Spring | Word Music | Dejamesolo Music.  

Mac Powell and Fernando Ortega. CCLI License  #3097801 

 

 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 
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Doxology 
 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 

Praise eternal as His love, Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all you heavenly host, Alleluia! 

Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Alleluia! 
 

Text: fourth verse of Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, a 14
th
 century Latin hymn; transl. John Walsh, 

in Lyra Davidica, 1708; this verse, Charles Wesley, 1740. Hymn tune: LLANFAIR, Robert 

Williams, 1817. Setting: Ellen Koehler.©2011. 

 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

Let us together profess the faith of the church of all ages  

in these words from the pen of the Apostle Paul: 

God is able to make all grace abound to you,  

so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times,  

you may abound in every good work. 
 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 

From whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name: 
I pray that He would grant you,  

according to the riches of His glory, 

to be strengthened with might  

by His Spirit in your inner being, 
so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 

And I pray that you,  

being rooted and grounded in love,  
may have the power to comprehend,  

with all the saints,  

what is the breadth and length  

and height and depth, 
And to know the love of Christ  

which surpasses knowledge, 

That you may be filled with all the fullness of God. 

Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly,  

abundantly beyond all that we ask or think,  

according to the power that works within us,  

to Him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus  

to all generations, forever and ever.  

Amen. 
– 2 Corinthians 9:8, Ephesians 3:14-21 
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PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
 

The LORD is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 

The LORD is good to all,  
and His mercy is over all He has made. 

The LORD upholds all who fall  

and raises up all who are bowed down.    – Psalm 145:8-9, 14 
 

Merciful God, You pardon all who truly repent and turn to you. 

We humbly confess our sins and ask your mercy. 
 

We have sinned against You in thought, word and deed,  

by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
 

[Silence] 
 

We do not always love you with a pure heart.  

We do not always love our neighbor as ourselves. 

We do not always do justice and love kindness. 
 

[Silence] 
 

We desire to walk humbly with You. For the sake of Your Son, 

Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may 

delight in Your will, and walk in Your ways, to the glory of 

Your Name.  Amen. 
 

Lamb of God 
 

Lamb of God, You take away 

The sins of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away 

The sins of the world; 

Have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away 

The sins of the world; 

Grant us peace. 
 

CCLI Song #3204324 ©1989 Celebration. Betty Carr Pulkingham 
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ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

This is God’s assurance of His love and forgiveness: 
 

The LORD is righteous in all His ways,  
and faithful in all He does. 

The LORD is near to all who call on Him,  

to all who call on Him in truth. 
He fulfills the desire of those who fear Him;  

He hears their cry, and saves them. 

The LORD watches over all who love Him. 

My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD,  

and all flesh will bless His holy name  

forever and ever.    – Psalm 145:17-21 

 
 
 
 
 

TIME OF OFFERING 

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 

 
 

Desert Song 
 

This is my prayer in the desert, 

When all that’s within me feels dry. 

This is my prayer  
In my hunger and need. 

My God is the God who provides. 
 

This is my prayer in the fire, 

In weakness or trial or pain. 
There is a faith proved  

Of more worth than gold. 

So refine me, Lord, through the flame. 
 

Chorus: 

I will bring praise. I will bring praise. 
No weapon formed against me shall remain. 

I will rejoice. I will declare, 

God is my victory, and He is here. 
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This is my prayer in the battle, 

When triumph is still on its way. 
I am a conqueror, and co-heir with Christ, 

So firm on His promise I’ll stand. 
 

Chorus  

I will bring praise. I will bring praise. 

No weapon formed against me shall remain. 
I will rejoice. I will declare, 

God is my victory, and He is here. 
 

This is my prayer in the harvest, 

When favour and providence flow. 
I know I’m filled to be emptied again. 

The seed I’ve received I will sow. 
 

CCLI Song #5060793 ©2008 Hillsong Music Publishing. Brooke Ligertwood. 

 

 

THE WORD 

 
“Beauty in Desolate Places”  Mark 6:30-44 

 

 
 

THE TABLE 

Remembering the Body of Christ 
 

 

The Lord be with you! 

And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again! 
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The Lord’s Prayer (sung) 
 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name. 

Your kingdom come, Your will be done on earth as in heav’n. 
Give us today our daily bread; forgive us our sins 

As we forgive those who sin against us; 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are Yours. 
Now and forever,  Amen. 
 

Setting by Eric Wyse; ©2000 Wildgrove Music (BMI) 

 

O the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 
 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, vast, unmeasured, boundless, free; 

Rolling as a mighty ocean in its fullness over me. 
Underneath me, all around me, is the current of Thy love; 

Leading onward, leading homeward to my glorious rest above. 
 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus –  

Spread His praise from shore to shore! 

How He loveth, ever loveth, 
Changeth never, nevermore. 

How He watches o’er His loved ones, 

Died to call them all His own. 
How for them He intercedeth, 

Watcheth o’er them from the throne. 
 

O the deep, deep love of Jesus, love of every love the best; 

‘Tis an ocean vast of blessing, ‘tis a haven sweet of rest. 
O the deep, deep love of Jesus, ‘tis a heav’n of heav’ns to me; 

And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to Thee. 

And it lifts me up to glory, for it lifts me up to Thee. 
 

Setting Ellen Koehler ©2008 Text: Samuel Trevor Francis, 1875.  

Hymn tune: Thomas J. Williams, EBENEZER, 1890. 

 
SENDING FORTH 

The Life of the Body 
 

Our Great God (chorus) 

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God! (repeat) 
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Benediction: 

Beloved, we go forth in joy and with thankful hearts,  
to love and serve the Lord, because God Himself –  

the God of all grace and Creator of all things, both seen and unseen – 

tabernacles in us and is pleased to make His dwelling among us. 

Amen!  
Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly than all we ask 

or think, according to the power at work within us, to Him be glory 

in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations,  
forever and ever.        (Ephesians 3:20-21) 

Amen! Thanks be to God.  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
 

A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  
“God is invisible. He can't be seen with eyes but with the heart. If we want to see the 
sun, we should purge the physical eye. In the same way, if we want to see God, we 
must purify the eye that we see God with. Where is this eye? Listen to the Gospel of 
Matthew: ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.’ We shouldn't imagine 
God according to what we want to see. For then we would make God out to be some 

huge form or an immense expanse. His figure would extend in all directions like the 
light we see with our eyes. So either we would make God out to be as big as we could 
imagine or else picture Him as a benevolent old man. Don't imagine any of these 
things. But imagine this if you want to see God: ‘God is love.’ What sort of face does 
love have? What shape does it take? What stature? What feet or hands? No one can say. 
And yet it has feet that carry people to church. It has hands that reach out to the poor. It 
has eyes that show us those in need. For it is said, ‘Blessed is the man who considereth 
the needy and the poor.’ Love also has ears which the Lord spoke about, saying, ‘He 

that hath ears to hear let him hear.’ These aren't separate parts of love, but bring 
complete understanding and sight to those who have it. Live in love, and love will live 
in you. Dwell, and you will be dwelt in.”             – Augustine 

 
Image credits. p. 1. Marcy Gregg, Shout for Joy; p. 2 and 7: Mako Fujimura, Walking on Water series; p. 4: Sarah 

Moor, God’s Gentleness; p. 5: Guilia Spernozza, Desolate Landscape. Courtesy of Arts Charlotte.  

P. 6: Daniel Bonnell, Communion Cup, contemp. 

 
Lectionary for next week: 2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a; Psalm 51; Exodus 16:2-4,9-15; 
              Psalm 78:23-29; Ephesians 4:1-16; John 6:24-35 
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