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Liturgy 
February 21, 2021 (First Sunday of Lent) 

 

GATHERING 

How precious is Your lovingkindness, O God! 

Your covenant love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, 

Your faithfulness extends to the skies. 
How precious is Your steadfast love, O God! 

Your righteousness towers like the mountains, 

Your justice is deeper than the sea. 
Oh, how abundant is Your goodness, which You have stored up for 

those who fear You and worked for those who take refuge in You. 

Therefore the children of men put their trust  

under the shadow of Your wings.  

O continue Your lovingkindness to those who know You, 

And Your righteousness to the upright in heart. 

To You, O Lord, we lift up our souls. 

For the LORD is good and His mercy endures forever; 

His faithfulness continues through all generations! 
Come, let us lift our hearts in worship and thanksgiving  

to our faithful God! 
– Scripture weaving from Psalms 25, 31, 36, 100 
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Unchanging 
 

Great is Your faithfulness, great is Your faithfulness. 

You never change, You never fail, O God. 
 

True are Your promises, true are Your promises. 
You never change, You never fail, O God. 
 

Chorus: 

So, we raise up holy hands to praise the Holy One 

Who was, and is, and is to come. 
We raise up holy hands to praise the Holy One 

Who was, and is, and is to come. 
 

Wide is Your love and grace, wide is Your love and grace. 

You never change, You never fail, O God. 
 
CCLI Song #4016669. ©2002 worshiptogether.com songs.  Chris Tomlin  CCLI License  # 3097801 

 

 

PRAYERS OF ADORATION, INVOCATION AND THANKS 
Calling on our Father God, in the Name of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit 

 

Great is Thy Faithfulness 
 

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest; 
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. 
 

Chorus: 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Great is Thy faithfulness 
Morning by morning new mercies I see. 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided –  

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord unto me. 
 

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! 
 

Thomas O. Chisholm, William M. Runyan. ©1923, 1951 by Hope Publishing Company. 
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PROFESSION OF FAITH 
 

This is the gospel, which we received, by which we were saved,  

and in which we stand: 

Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures;  

He was buried, and was raised on the third day  

according to the Scriptures,  

and He appeared to many faithful witnesses. 

In Christ the Lamb we have redemption through His blood,  
the forgiveness of our sins  

in accordance with the riches of His grace. 

Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law 
by becoming a curse for us. 

The Lord Jesus who calls us to worship Him today is the same Jesus 

Who refused the temptation to worship the evil one. 
Rather than receive the glorious kingdoms of this world, 

He endured the cross, despising the shame, 

and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

He reigns far above all rule and authority  

and power and dominion,  

and every name that is named,  

not only in this age, but also in the age to come: 

King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 

– from 1 Corinthians 15:1-7; Ephesians 1:7, 21; Galatians 3:13, Hebrews 12:2 

 
PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 

 

To You, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
O my God, in You I put my trust. 

Make me to know Your ways, O LORD; teach me Your paths. 

Lead me in Your truth, and teach me,  
for You are the God of my salvation;  

for You I wait all day long. 

Be mindful of Your mercy, O LORD, and of Your steadfast love, 
For they have been from of old. 

Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; 

According to Your steadfast love remember me, 

For Your goodness’ sake, O LORD!     – from Psalm 25:1-7 
 

[Silence] 
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Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Grant, we pray, that we might be grounded  

and settled in your truth  

by the coming of your Holy Spirit into our hearts. 

What we do not know, reveal to us; 

What is lacking within us, make complete; 

That which we do know, confirm in us; 

And keep us blameless in your service,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
– a prayer of Clement of Rome, third century 

 

The Jesus Prayer 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

Have mercy on me, a sinner. 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

Kyrie eleison,  

Christe eleison. 

Kyrie eleison,  
Lord Jesus, have mercy on me. 
 

©2002 Petaluma Music; Setting by David Baker 

Used by permission. 

 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
 

Good and upright is the LORD;  

therefore He instructs sinners in the way. 
He leads the humble in what is right,  

and teaches the humble His way. 

All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, 

For those who keep His covenant and His decrees. 
– Psalm 25:8-10 

O LORD, there is no God like You  

in heaven above or on earth beneath,  

keeping covenant and showing lovingkindness  

to Your servants who walk before You  

with all their heart. 
– 2 Chronicles 6:14 
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TIME OF OFFERING 

Words and prayers of thanksgiving and praise 
 

 

Desert Song 
 

This is my prayer in the desert, 
When all that’s within me feels dry. 

This is my prayer in my hunger and need. 

My God is the God who provides. 
 

This is my prayer in the fire, 

In weakness or trial or pain. 
There is a faith proved of more worth than gold. 

So refine me, Lord, through the flame. 
 

Chorus: 

I will bring praise. I will bring praise. 
No weapon formed against me shall remain. 

I will rejoice. I will declare, 

God is my victory, and He is here. 
 

This is my prayer in the battle, 

When triumph is still on its way. 
I am a conqueror, of more worth than gold. 

So firm on His promise I’ll stand. 
 

Chorus 2: 

We will bring praise. we will bring praise. 
No weapon formed against us shall remain. 

We will rejoice. we will declare, 

God is our victory, and He is here. 
 

This is our prayer in the harvest, 

When favour and providence flow. 
We know we’re filled to be emptied again. 

The seed we’ve received we will sow. 
 

CCLI Song #5060793 ©2008 Hillsong Music Publishing. Brooke Ligertwood. 

 

 



 

6 

THE WORD 

 
Mark 1:9-15 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

THE TABLE 

Remembering the Body of Christ 
 

The Lord be with you!  

And also with you! 
Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again! 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (spoken) 
 

Our Father, Who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be Thy name. 

Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, 

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread, 

And forgive us our debts 

As we forgive our debtors. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom, 

And the power, and the glory, 

Forever.  Amen 
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Take My Life 
 

Holiness, holiness is what I long for; 

Holiness is what I need. 

Holiness, holiness is what You want from me. 
 

Chorus: 

So take my heart and form it; 
Take my mind, transform it; 

Take my will, conform it 

To Yours, to Yours, O Lord. 
 

Verse 2 
Faithfulness, faithfulness… 
 

Verse 3 

Righteousness, righteousness… 
 

CCLI Song #1617154  ©1995 Mercy/Vineyard Publishing. Scott Underwood 

 

 

SENDING FORTH 

The Life of the Body 
 

Benediction 
 

May the Lord bless us and keep us. 

May the Lord smile on us,  

Shine His light upon us. 
May the Lord lift us,  

Turn His face towards us, 

Give us His peace, give us His peace. 
 

Blessed we came to this place today, 
And blessed now, we will go. 

In the name of the Father, the Spirit, and the Son. 
 

Go now in peace; go now in peace. 
 

CCLI Song #7000703 ©2013 Atlas Mountain Songs | Said and Done Music | sixsteps Music | 

Thankyou Music | worshiptogether.com songs. Matt Redman, Jonas Myrin 
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Benediction: 

Now brothers and sisters, as you go forth into the world to live out 
your baptisms as Christ’s faithful disciples, do so remembering that 

God is your Refuge and Fortress, who in His eternal faithfulness 

saves, sustains, enables, and encourages you. 

Amen. 
Now may the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s 

perseverance, as you walk in Christ’s own footsteps, taking on His 

likeness, in this journey of Lent. 

We remember, and we go with grateful hearts into the world to 

love and serve the Lord.  Amen. Thanks be to God! 

 
A thought about worship from the Ancient Fathers –  

“Let us dwell on the fact that while the Lord is with us, our enemies can't hurt us. When 
they approach us, they conform to the state they find us in. They adapt their delusions to 
the condition of our minds. Therefore, if they find us timid and confused, they will attack 
us like robbers, finding our minds unguarded. They think of us as we think about 
ourselves. For if they find us to be weak and cowardly, they increase our terror by 
delusions and threats; the unhappy souls are then tormented by these things. But if they 
see us rejoicing in the Lord, contemplating future bliss, mindful of the Lord, regarding all 
things to be in His hand, and knowing that no evil spirit has any strength against 

Christians, nor power over anyone—our enemies are defeated and turned backwards by 
the strength of these thoughts. Seeing Job fortified in this way, the enemy withdrew from 
him. But finding Judas unguarded, the enemy took him captive. Therefore, if we want to 
look down on the enemy, we must always think about the things of the Lord. Our souls 
must always rejoice in hope. Then we will see that the devil's snares are like smoke and 
the evil ones will flee rather than pursue us.”               – Athanasius 

 
Image credits. p. 1, “Under the Shadow of Your Wings,” anon.; p. 4: Ivan Nikolaevich Kramskoï, 

Study for Christ in the Wilderness, 1872 (Art in the Christian Tradition, http://diglib.library. 

vanderbilt.edu/act-imagelink.pl?RC=57496); p. 6 Macha Chmakoff, Jésus au desert n
o
 1, contemp. 

 

Lectionary for next week:  Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16;  Psalm 22:23-31;  

               Romans 4:13-25; Mark 8:31-38 

 
Epiclesis: An Ancient-Future Faith Community 

www.Epiclesis.org |  Info line: (916)572-9113 
Text the word Epiclesis to 22828 to sign up for our weekly eNewsletter 

Text the word Connect to (916)347-5038 to join our text alert list. 
 

Sunday mornings at The Carmichael Chapel, 4600 Winding Way 

(Corner of Winding Way and Pasadena), Sacramento, CA 95841. 

Informal gathering: 10:00 AM; Worship at 10:30 AM. 
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